Second Annual GHI Dinner Gathers Multi-sector Support

Over 130 international leaders from the diplomatic, government, corporate, finance, academic, and NGO sectors interested in promoting global earthquake safety gathered at the Second Annual GHI Dinner in Washington, D.C. on October 14, 2004.  Following a lively reception in the Terrace Room of the American Geophysical Union (AGU), guests enjoyed dinner and conversation prior to the evening’s program.  
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GHI Staff and Board of Trustee members gather with GHI supporters just prior to the reception  (clockwise l to r: Charlie Stackhouse, Stephanie Engelsen, Brian Tucker, Ken Morita, Satoru Ohya, Tom Tobin, Amod Dixit, Jeanette Fernandez, and Jennie Bader).
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The Dinner tables are set and ready to receive guests of GHI.

[image: image4.jpg]



Sean C. Solomon, Carnegie Institution (formerly Executive Director of AGU) and Joseph Walsh, MIT Earth Sciences (retired), enjoy a pre-Dinner conversation.

PHOTOS TAKEN AT RECEPTION:
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Ginger Thrash joins GHI Board Members (l to r) James Thrash, Parsons Corporation; Dr. Brian E. Tucker, GHI Founder and President; and Satoru Ohya (Board Chair), OYO Corporation.
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Eleanore Childs joins Dinner Organizing Committee members (l to r) David Simpson, Incorporated Research Institutions for Seismology (IRIS); and Robert Hamilton (USGS and National Academy of Sciences, retired).
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Brian Tucker, GHI President, welcomes guests to the Dinner with a champagne toast.
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His Excellency Salvador E. Stadthagen, the Ambassador of Nicaragua and member of the Dinner’s Honorary Committee and Janifer Stackhouse, GHI.
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GHI Board Members greet guests arriving at the Dinner (l to r: James Thrash, Parsons Corporation and GHI Board; Lisa and Chuck Kuzma, Parsons Corporation; Dr. Brian E. Tucker, GHI Founder and President; Robert Busby, IRIS; Satoru Ohya, OYO Corporation and GHI Board Chair; and Anselm Smolka, Munich Reinsurance Company and GHI Board).
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His Excellency Abdulaziz Kamilov, the Ambassador of the Republic of Uzbekistan and His Excellency Hamrokhon Zaripov, the Ambassador of the Republic of Tajikistan,  members of the Dinner’s Honorary Committee.
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(l to r)  Robert Busby, IRIS; Mel Lund, Kinemetrics, Inc.; and Michael Mielke, PADCO.
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Representing diverse sectors present at the GHI Dinner are, l to r:  Richard Yelland, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD); Frederick Krimgold, Center for Disaster Risk Management, Virginia Tech; Margaret Arnold, The World Bank; Keith Critchlow, Center for Disaster Risk Management, Virginia Tech.

DINNER PROGRAM
Following the Terrance Room Reception, guests enjoyed their dinner before the Evening’s program, which featured special introductions, presentation of certificates, and the keynote address.
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Three “Envoys of GHI Partners Around the World” received certificates for their remarkable efforts in their home countries and their long-standing partnerships with GHI.  The honorees were (l to r):

· Richard Yelland, Head, Education Management and Infrastructure division, Directorate for Education, OECD, Paris, France for his leadership in Keeping Schools Safe in Earthquakes, 2004.

· Jeanette Fernandez, Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, Escuela Politécnica Nacional, Quito, Ecuador for her efforts on behalf of the Ecuador Earthquake Risk Management Project, 1992 and The Quito School Safety Project, 1995.

· Amod Mani Dixit, Executive Director, National Society for Earthquake Technology-Nepal, Kathmandu, Nepal, for his work on the Earthquake Scenario of Kathmandu Valley, 1998 and The Kathmandu Valley School Earthquake Safety Program, 2000.
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Dr. Brian E. Tucker, GHI Founder and President and 2002 MacArthur Fellow delivers the Keynote Speech: At the Turning Point for Global Earthquake Safety.

(To read a copy of the Keynote Speech, click here)
EVENING FINALE

After a brief discussion following Brian Tucker’s keynote address, guests adjourned to enjoy “Cognac, Coffee and Conversation” in the Terrace Room.
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AGU staff meets with GHI staff and supporters following the Dinner: (l to r, Cathy O’Riordan, AGU; Dinner Organizing Committee members David Simpson, IRIS and Fred Spilhaus, AGU; Jeanette Fernandez, GHI Honoree and Escuela Politécnica Nacional; and Jorge Meneses, GHI.
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Tom Tobin, GHI and Charles H. Thornton, Thornton-Tomasetti Group, Inc.

enjoy after-dinner conversation in the AGU Terrace Room.

GeoHazards International (GHI) would like to thank the Dinner Sponsors, Bechtel Corporation, Parsons Corporation, and Swiss Reinsurance America Corporation.  GHI would also like to thank the Dinner Table Hosts, AGI-SSA-IRIS, American Re-Insurance Corporation, Applied Technology Council, Degenkolb Engineers, Earth Institute of Columbia University, FOCUS Humanitarian Assistance, Giggleswick Group, Kinemetrics, Inc., Munich Reinsurance Company, OYO Corporation USA, PADCO, Haresh Shah, and Brian Tucker.

The support of these corporations, organizations and individuals contributed to the success of the Second Annual GHI Dinner in Washington, D.C. and demonstrated strong support for the mission and work of GeoHazards International.
